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Honorable John Ashcroft 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12Ih Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft and Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask you to consider the impact of the proposed merger of EchoStar (the DISH 
Network) and Hughes Electronics (DirecTV) on consumers. 

Currently, EchoStar and Hughes are the only two providers of Direct Broadcast Satellite services 
(both video and high-speed Internet) in the U.S. market. As you are aware, millions of consumers 
in rural America have no access to cable or digital subscriber line services and rely on satellite 
television both for their multi-channel video programming and for internet service. The rural 
consumers who presently have a choice between two very competitive satellite providers could be 
subjected to monopolistic practices if the merger is approved. 

I believe that enforced consumer safeguards regarding price, service quality and access to vital 
communication services in rural America need to be established before granting Echostar and 
Hughes merger approval. 1 am also concerned a national pricing plan that permits special 
promotions and discounts in large cities with multi-channel video competition will only benefit those 
customers in urban areas while disenfranchising rural consumers who will not benefit from these 
competitive activities. 

Furthermore, 1 am concerned about the effects of the proposed merger on Spanish-language 
broadcasting media and other under-represented groups. EchoStar has not made any commitment 
to ensure that local Latino broadcasters with English or Spanish programming will be carried after 
the merger, regardless of must-cany laws. EchoStar has evaded the FCC's orders by placing 
Spanish-language stations and other under-served programming on a second satellite. Thus, 
customers must purchase a second receiving dish. Not only is this inconvenient for customers, but 
EchoStar did not actively advertise this necessity to receive such programming, so most viewers 
have, unwittingly, gone without the stations that come with the second dish. I am concerned that 
Echostar could continue its precedent ofdiscriminating against Spanish-language stations on a much 
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larger scale if the merger is approved and regulators stop focusing on the company. 
I oppose this proposed merger because I believe that it would be detrimental to my constituents. 

As such, I respectfully request that the Department of Justice and the Federal Communications 
Commission scrutinize the proposed merger to ensure that millions ofrural consumers do not suffer 
the consequences of higher prices, fewer choices and reduced services. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter which is of the utmost importance to my 
constituents. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 


